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Message from the Guest Editors

Hypoxia exerts the up-regulation of both CD73 and CD39
expression, the two enzymes that are involved in the
generation of adenosine from ATP/ADP, and of adenosine
receptors (ARs). The low oxygen tension in the tumor
microenvironment leads to an increase in the adenosine
levels that activate ARs in immune or cancer cells. The
activation of the different ARs may have opposing effects in
modulating cell cycle or immunity, depending on different
factors. Thus, targeting the adenosinergic axis, including its
generating enzymes and receptors, may represent a key
strategy for cancer therapy. Moreover, since the proper role
of every component of the adenosine pathway has yet to
be fully understood, the discovery of small molecules as
new pharmacological tools is needed.

Authors are invited to submit original articles presenting
their research in this area of investigation. The proposed
topics include, but are not limited to, new AR ligands and
CD39 and CD73 inhibitors, designed as chemical probes for
the study of the pharmacological role of adenosine in
cancer. Review articles summarizing current knowledge on
these topics are also of interest.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Because of your expertise in the field of drug sciences, I
kindly invite you to consider publishing your current work,
in the form of a research article or a review, in the open
access electronic journal Pharmaceuticals.

Pharmaceuticals is characterized by an active editorial
board and a dynamic editorial staff. Manuscripts are peer-
reviewed and a final decision is provided to authors within
4–6 weeks a er submission. Papers are published on the
web immediately a er acceptance. For details on the
submission process or any other matter, please do not
hesitate to contact us.

We hope to handle your contribution to Pharmaceuticals
soon.
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