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Message from the Guest Editors

Dear Colleagues,

Bacteriophages or phages – the viruses of bacteria – are the
most abundant and potentially most diverse organisms on
Earth. The majority of these viruses are lytic, meaning that,
upon producing new phages, they not only kill but also lyse
their bacterial hosts. Most phages target these hosts with
high precision, resulting in easily predicted
pharmacodynamics. Phages, in other words, have been
evolving for roughly three billion years to be extremely
effective at killing bacteria but, properly chosen, have little
potential to do much else, such as displaying toxicity
towards bodies or environments.

Given these properties, phages have at least a potential to
serve as antibacterial agents both within and outside of
medicine. They have in fact been used as antibacterials
clinically for nearly 100 years, longer even than chemical
antibiotics have been known to science. Indeed, they
represent highly diverse, easily discovered, readily
characterized, inexpensively produced, low-toxicity
antibacterial agents. Were we to include bacteriophages
among ‘antibiotics’ then there arguably would be no
antibiotic crisis.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Because of your expertise in the field of drug sciences, I
kindly invite you to consider publishing your current work,
in the form of a research article or a review, in the open
access electronic journal Pharmaceuticals.

Pharmaceuticals is characterized by an active editorial
board and a dynamic editorial staff. Manuscripts are peer-
reviewed and a final decision is provided to authors within
4–6 weeks aFer submission. Papers are published on the
web immediately aFer acceptance. For details on the
submission process or any other matter, please do not
hesitate to contact us.

We hope to handle your contribution to Pharmaceuticals
soon.
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