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In today's medicine, opioids are most often used to
relieve pain, both acute (e.g., postoperative) and chronic.
Apart from that, pharmacological agents that alter the
opioid system’s activity are commonly used for the
treatment of alcohol dependence (e.g., naltrexone). The
undoubtful role of the opioid system in
neurodegenerative diseases (e.g., Parkinson’s or
Alzheimer’s disease), cardiovascular diseases, or
cancer development has been widely discussed in the
scientific literature, which resulted in the description of
new molecular mechanisms, ultimately leading to the
development of new pharmacotherapies.

Due to the overall importance of the opioid system,
authors are invited to submit original and review articles
to contribute to the understanding of the current state of
the opioid receptors as potential therapeutic targets, as
well as describe the new role of these receptors in
various diseases, to be published in this Special Issue of
Pharmaceuticals. The proposed topics cover therapy for
pain, addiction, neurodegenerative diseases,
cardiovascular diseases, and cancer.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Because of your expertise in the field of drug sciences, I
kindly invite you to consider publishing your current
work, in the form of a research article or a review, in the
open access electronic journal Pharmaceuticals.
Pharmaceuticals is characterized by an active editorial
board and a dynamic editorial staff. Manuscripts are
peer-reviewed and a final decision is provided to
authors within 4–6 weeks after submission. Papers are
published on the web immediately after acceptance. For
details on the submission process or any other matter,
please do not hesitate to contact us.
We hope to handle your contribution to Pharmaceuticals
soon.
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