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Message from the Guest Editor

Dear Colleagues,

The comprehensive treatment of pain is multidimodal,
with pharmacotherapy playing a key role. This Themed
Issue “Topical Drug Delivery in the Treatment of Pain” is
aimed at presenting current knowledge on analgesics
administered by topical routes for healthcare professionals
dealing with patients with pain.

Nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs applied topically are
the main mechanism of action and are based on a high
concentration in the structures of the joint and a provision
of local anti-inflammatory effects. Topically administered
drugs such as lidocaine and capsaicin in patches, capsaicin
in cream, EMLA cream, and creams containing
antidepressants, i.e., doxepin, and amitriptyline act mainly
locally in tissues through receptors and/or ion channels.
Topically administered opioids are characterized by a
lower risk of addiction compared to systemic routes.
Topical routes offer some advantages over systemic
analgesic administration. Analgesics administered
topically have a much better profile for adverse effects as
they relieve local pain with minimal systemic effects.
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Patrick J. Sinko
Department of Pharmaceutics,
Ernest Mario School of
Pharmacy, Rutgers University,
Piscataway, NJ 08854, USA

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Pharmaceutics (ISSN 1999-4923) is an online open access
journal on the science and technology of pharmaceutics
and biopharmaceutics. The scientific community, the
wider community and the general public have unlimited
and free access to the content as soon as a paper is
published; this open access to your research ensures your
findings are shared with the widest possible audience.
Please consider publishing your impressive work in this
high quality journal. We would be pleased to welcome you
as one of our authors.
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