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Demonstrating bioequivalence (BE) for topical generics
remains challenging due to the lack of standardized
methods beyond the FDA’s vasoconstrictor assay (VCA).
While clinical endpoint studies are often required, recent
advances focus on surrogate approaches like tape
stripping, microdialysis, and in vitro tests (IVRT/IVPT).
Regulatory emphasis on Q1/Q2/Q3 sameness further
supports alternative BE strategies. This Special Issue on
the bioavailability (BA) and bioequivalence (BE) of topical
formulations intended for local action will focus on
research and review papers discussing applications of
validated methods used to assess the BE of topical
dosage forms not intended for absorption (i.e., excluding
transdermal dosage forms) and will include both in vivo
and in vitro methods. We welcome articles dealing with
all aspects of the BA/BE of topical dosage forms for
local action, and invite researchers and drug developers
to submit their original research or review articles with
expert opinions and perspectives in this area. 
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Pharmaceutics (ISSN 1999-4923) is an online open
access journal on the science and technology of
pharmaceutics and biopharmaceutics. The scientific
community, the wider community and the general public
have unlimited and free access to the content as soon
as a paper is published; this open access to your
research ensures your findings are shared with the
widest possible audience. Please consider publishing
your impressive work in this high quality journal. We
would be pleased to welcome you as one of our authors.
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High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), PubMed,
PMC, Embase, CAPlus / SciFinder, and other databases.

Journal Rank:
JCR - Q1 (Pharmacology and Pharmacy) / CiteScore - Q1
(Pharmaceutical Science)

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 14.9 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 3.3
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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