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Message from the Guest Editor

The question with which moral philosophy begins is a
question of how to live. Typically, this is seen as a practical
question: a real question that needs a real answer: The
question concerns how to live in the world we actually live
in, the world of here and now. We grapple with questions
about how people should live because we can. For any
normal human being, to have the capacity is to have a
need to use it, at least in quiet moments. Grappling with
how we should treat each other and how we should treat
ourselves is what made us philosophers. Philosophers,
needless to say, have pondered such questions for
thousands of years, and Plato's Republic remains a point of
departure. Those familiar with Plato's dialogue may view
Thrasymachus as exemplifying the person who has the soul
of a tyrant and is therefore at war with himself: torn by
appetites, seduced by vainglory, incapable of internal
harmony. Glaucon, too, is at war with himself, although in a
different way. Glaucon embraces morality, but also
embraces prudence, and sincerely worries that the two
may be incompatible.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Philosophies searches for the syntheses of philosophical
and scientific inquiries. It promotes philosophical work that
is derived from the experience of diverse scientific
disciplines and cultures. Multiple philosophies already exist
— those of logic, information, computation, natural and
artificial life, natural or artificial intelligence, complexity,
technology, etc. Our mission is not to abandon
philosophical roots and traditions of inquiry, but to
promote the development of philosophical foundations
and effective methodologies derived from diverse scientific
explorations, and intended to enhance these explorations
as to generate deeper and more holistic knowledge.
Innovation may also be achieved through the cultural
dimension. Other cultures can offer from their heritage a
diversity of resources for exploration; these resources can
also contribute to the emergent synthesis of philosophical
inquiry.
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