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Message from the Guest Editors

Spinoza’s Theological-Political Treatise first appeared
anonymously in 1670. Notwithstanding this benign neglect
during the last three centuries, the TTP finally seems to
emerge from the shadow of the Ethics. Recent studies of
the TTP have focused on the context of the Dutch Republic.
The field of the history of humanities has also led to a
growing interest in Spinoza’s philological scholarship
displayed in the TTP. In a stricter philosophical approach
of Spinoza’s philosophy, scholars zoomed in on the
passionate nature of humans and the first form of
knowledge, the imagination, opening the way to
reassessing positive religion, and attempts were made to
link Ethics and the TTP.

This commemorative Special Issue will offer a style guide of
the various recent approaches to the TTP and explore new
directions, such as the reception of Spinoza in the modern
Middle East and the relevance of Spinoza’s political
philosophy to understanding the role of religion in
contemporary European forms of nationalism and
authoritarianism.
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Prof. Dr. Marcin J. Schroeder Philosophies searches for the syntheses of philosophical
The Faculty of International and scientific inquiries. It promotes philosophical work that
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S is derived from the experience of diverse scientific
University, Akita 010-1292, Japan

disciplines and cultures. Multiple philosophies already exist
— those of logic, information, computation, natural and
artificial life, natural or artificial intelligence, complexity,
technology, etc. Our mission is not to abandon
philosophical roots and traditions of inquiry, but to
promote the development of philosophical foundations
and effective methodologies derived from diverse scientific
explorations, and intended to enhance these explorations
as to generate deeper and more holistic knowledge.
Innovation may also be achieved through the cultural
dimension. Other cultures can offer from their heritage a
diversity of resources for exploration; these resources can
also contribute to the emergent synthesis of philosophical

inquiry.
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