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Plants build an extracellular matrix called the cell wall
that is considered to be their first protective barrier from
disease, water loss, and other abiotic stresses. Cell
walls form a network that is thought to regulate cell
elongation and plant growth. Manipulating the
composition and structure of plant cell walls could
provide opportunities to design plant products and
plants with specific characteristics relevant to food and
agricultural applications. Although tremendous progress
has been made in elucidating the composition of plant
cell walls in a variety of species, many functional aspects
(including metabolism) of plant cell walls remain elusive.
Fortunately, efforts are being made to develop new
technologies and tools to analyze and manipulate plant
cell walls, which will help to advance our molecular
understanding of cell wall functions. The goal of this
Special Issue of Plants is to provide insightful and
critical advances in the field of functional genomics of
plant cell wall metabolism.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Plants is an open access journal which provides an
advanced forum for research findings in areas related to
plant function, its physiology, biology, taxonomy,
stresses, and its interactions with other organisms. It
publishes original research articles, reviews, reports,
conference proceedings (peer reviewed full articles) and
communications. In original research papers, it is
important that full experimental details are provided. We
also encourage timely reviews and commentaries on
topics of interest to the plant research community.
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