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Message from the Guest Editors

Dear Colleagues,

It is a well-known fact that polymers are an important part
of modern society. Along with the benefits, synthetic
polymers are also a major environmental pollutant. One of
the possible solutions to this problem is offered by
exopolysaccharides (EPS), synthesized by microorganisms
due to their non-toxicity, biodegradability, and
biocompatibility, which makes them desirable for use in
pharmacy, biomedicine, the food industry, cosmetics, etc.
Moreover, they are an eco-friendly and quickly renewable
resource compared to that produced by plants.
Exopolymers have a markedly important biological role for
cells and a wide variety in monosaccharide composition,
suggesting different physico-chemical properties. Hence, it
is important to describe new species that are able to
produce exopolysaccharides, as well as to gain knowledge
about the fundamental understanding of genes and
mechanisms involved in EPS biosynthesis and regulation of
their structures.

The aim of this Special Issue is to encourage the
publication of new studies on the production, biological
role, functional properties, and possible applications of
exopolysaccharides produced by microorganisms.
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Alexander Böker
Lehrstuhl für Polymermaterialien
und Polymertechnologie,
University of Potsdam, 14476
Potsdam-Golm, Germany

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Since its foundation in 2009, Polymers has developed into
an internationally renowned, extremely successful open
access journal. The editorial team and the editorial board
dedicatedly combine open-access publishing and high-
quality rigorous peer reviewing. The performance of the
journal has proven this strategy to be well-suited and
highly successful. This is reflected in the increasing impact
factor of Polymers, the most recent one being 5.0.

I would like to invite you to contribute to the success of the
journal by sending us your high quality research papers. We
would be pleased to welcome you as one of our authors.
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