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Message from the Guest Editors

Dear Colleagues,

Thermal stability and fire safety are two of the most
limiting factors in the use of polymeric materials—not only
synthetic polymers but also natural polymers (e.g., wood),
modified natural polymers (e.g., wood modified in different
ways), and composites formed by a combination of natural
and synthetic polymers (e.g., wood–plastic composites).
This Special Issue aims to fill this gap. All papers dealing
with improving, or gaining a better understanding of, the
thermal stability and fire safety of polymers are welcome.
The scope of this issue includes polymer testing;
improvements in polymer properties (e.g., not limited to
flame retardants), preparing new polymers or their
composites, and the simulation of polymer properties from
a fire safety perspective. Papers focused on the testing or
simulation and calculation of polymers’ fire impacts on the
environment (occupant and building structures) via
released heat, smoke, or toxic combustion products are
also welcome.  
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Alexander Böker
Fraunhofer-Institut für
Angewandte Polymerforschung,
Lehrstuhl für Polymermaterialien
und Polymertechnologie,
Universität Potsdam,
Geiselbergstraße 69, 14476
Potsdam-Golm, Germany

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Since its foundation in 2009, Polymers has developed into
an internationally renowned, extremely successful open
access journal. The editorial team and the editorial board
dedicatedly combine open-access publishing and high-
quality rigorous peer reviewing. The performance of the
journal has proven this strategy to be well-suited and
highly successful. This is reflected in the increasing impact
factor of Polymers, the most recent one being 4.9.

I would like to invite you to contribute to the success of the
journal by sending us your high quality research papers. We
would be pleased to welcome you as one of our authors.
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