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Message from the Guest Editor

Because of their physicochemical properties and their
unique phase behaviour, polyelectrolytes play a key
technological role. Unlike neutral polymers, the behaviour
of polyelectrolytes is dominated by long-range charge
interactions that can be tuned in range and strength by
modifying  the environmental  conditions.  These
interactions are used, for instance, to stabilize industrial
formulations and to assemble composite materials, while
the responsiveness of polyelectrolytes to external cues
makes them suitable candidates for the preparation of soft
actuators and smart materials.

Although much is known about polyelectrolytes in
solution, understanding their phase behaviour in
multicomponent mixtures is crucial for the full exploitation
of their unigue properties. This Special Issue collects recent
theoretical and experimental investigations as well as
literature reviews aimed at understanding and applying the
phase behaviour of polyelectrolytes in mixtures of
polymers and colloids in both composite materials and
soft actuators.
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Alexander Boker Since its foundation in 2009, Polymers has developed into

Lehrstuhl fiir Polymermaterialien  an internationally renowned, extremely successful open

und Polymertechnologie, access journal. The editorial team and the editorial board

University of Potsdam, 14476 . . e .

Potsdam-Golm, Germany dedicatedly combine open-access publishing and high-
quality rigorous peer reviewing. The performance of the
journal has proven this strategy to be well-suited and
highly successful. This is reflected in the increasing impact
factor of Polymers, the most recent one being 5.0.

I would like to invite you to contribute to the success of the
journal by sending us your high quality research papers. We
would be pleased to welcome you as one of our authors.
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Open Access: free for readers, with article processing charges (APC) paid by authors or
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