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Message from the Guest Editors

Religion in prison could be considered a mature and well-
established research area, especially for sociological and
anthropological academic literature. A branch of these
studies has paved the way to analysing how institutions are
facing the pluralist challenge of growing religious diversity
inhabiting prison (Beckford, Gilliat 1998). This promising
line of research becomes increasingly important in a social
and political context in which a balanced and forward-
looking management of cultural and religious plurality in
public institutions appears to be threatened by a
temptation to rely on securitarian policies that, with
Ragazzi (2016), we could call “policed multiculturalism”.

This Special Issue aims to collect original and inspiring
research and/or methods papers concerning religion and
religious diversity in prison, based on actual situations and
depicting which significant changes are underway in
different countries. Qualitative research papers are
preferred.
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Message from the Editorial Board

Fresh developments in the disciplines that consistently
make significant contributions to our understanding of
religious personality, authority, devotion, and community -
disciplines ranging from psychology, sociology, and
anthropology to history, art history, philosophy, literary
criticism, and political science – fuel general, as well as
scholarly, interest in the world’s religions.

Religions is inviting innovative and comparative
contributions. Please consider Religions as an exceptional,
exciting enterprise ready to reward your trust, attention,
and participation.
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