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Message from the Guest Editors

Dear Colleagues, 

For this Special Issue of Religions, we are soliciting
submissions that will individually address specific practical
aspects of Church teaching on the need to provide for the
poor.  We wonder what actual policy differences this
teaching has made. What have been the successes and the
failures? What are the long-term perspectives for this
teaching?  We are particularly interested in (1) a mix of
country or regional articles (the Catholic Church and social
welfare in Communist Eastern Europe; the Catholic Church
and social welfare in the US; in Latin America, etc.); (2)
thematic articles on topics like the Catholic Church and old
age, disability, unemployment, inequality, dignity at work;
(3) examinations of movements such as ecclesial base
communities (comunidades eclesiales de base) and
liberation theology; and (4) articles that examine tensions
within the church regarding the development of Catholic
social teaching and its prominence among other church
goals, and interactions with the secular welfare state.
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Message from the Editorial Board

Fresh developments in the disciplines that consistently
make significant contributions to our understanding of
religious personality, authority, devotion, and community -
disciplines ranging from psychology, sociology, and
anthropology to history, art history, philosophy, literary
criticism, and political science – fuel general, as well as
scholarly, interest in the world’s religions.

Religions is inviting innovative and comparative
contributions. Please consider Religions as an exceptional,
exciting enterprise ready to reward your trust, attention,
and participation.
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