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Guest Editor: Message from the Guest Editor

Prof. Megan Best ‘ Spiritual needs are commonly encountered by patients
Institute for Ethics and Society, with sudden ill-health or loss and chronic or life-limiting
the University of Notre Dame » . L
Australia, Sydney NSW 2007, conditions, as they seek to integrate their illness
Australia experience into their life trajectory. More information is
needed on the nature and trajectory of spiritual and
religious needs in palliative care patients, their family
members, and carers, and how these factors are most
Desd'ﬁ“?formanus':fipt successfully addressed. The interface between spiritual
submissions: . . .
closed (31 October 2022) and phygcal nge;ls vvoulq be part of th|s' gxplorann.
Working in palliative care is known to precipitate death
anxiety in staff members, and this aspect of spiritual need is
also of interest, as is the role of institutional support. The
challenges of providing spiritual care in the context of
secularization and pluralism within society also require
more investigation.

This Special Issue calls for essays and empirical research
examining the nature of religious and spiritual needs in
palliative care patients, carers, and families, and how they
should be addressed, from the perspectives of both those
experiencing spiritual needs and those attempting to meet
them.
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Editors-in-Chief Message from the Editorial Board
Prof. Dr. Arndt Biissing Fresh developments in the disciplines that consistently
Professorship Quality of Life, make significant contributions to our understanding of

Spirituality and Coping, Faculty
of Health, Witten/Herdecke
University, Gerhard-Kienle-Weg 4,

religious personality, authority, devotion, and community -
disciplines ranging from psychology, sociology, and

58313 Herdecke, Germany anthropology to history, art history, philosophy, literary
criticism, and political science - fuel general, as well as

Prof. Dr. Klaus Baumann scholarly, interest in the world’s religions.

Caritaswissenschaft und

Christliche Sozialarbetit, Religions is inviting innovative and comparative

Theologische Fakultat, Albert- contributions. Please consider Religions as an exceptional,

Ludwigs-Universitat Freiburg, exciting enterprise ready to reward your trust, attention,

Platz der Universitat 3, D-79098

Freiburg, Germany and participation.
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