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Message from the Guest Editors

Conflict, including the threat or fear of potential violence,
or being witness to or a victim of physical, violence,
constantly surrounds gangs and their communities and is
the principal driver sustaining gang life. Much of the
conventional gang-related research remains focused on
this violence as a neighborhood-based phenomenon that
directly impacts local community residents; however, the
ubiquity of digital technology, particularly social media
platforms, has disrupted this traditional dynamic. Online
violence, including threats, taunts, or posting of violent
acts that have taken place, is much less understood. This
knowledge gap includes the link between the online
activities of gang members and how it can manifest into
real-world action. This Special Issue will examine the
diverse nature of gang-related violence with the goal of
better understanding the growing complexities of gang
violence over the last two decades to better inform public
policy solutions.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Social Sciences is an international open access peer-
reviewed journal publishing the latest research across all
disciplines of the social sciences including anthropology,
criminology, economics, education, geography, history,
law, linguistics, political science, psychology, social policy,
social work, sociology and related areas. The journal is
especially interested in interdisciplinary research, and aims
to facilitate the interaction and communication between
different social scientific disciplines. The journal welcomes
conventional length articles as well as shorter Research
Notes or short articles, as long as they meet the journal’s
standards of quality and originality.
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