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Message from the Guest Editors

AIDS-related stigma and discrimination continue to be
pervasive worldwide, hindering efforts to end the
pandemic by 2030. The CDC defines HIV stigma as
prejudice fueled by negative attitudes and beliefs about
people living with AIDS (PLWA) and is characterized by the
devaluation and otherization of stigmatized peoples. Data
suggest that HIV stigma and discrimination are widespread
in communities, in healthcare settings, and among
healthcare providers. This negatively impacts testing,
disclosure, treatment, retention in care, and adherence to
medication, resulting in depression and social isolation.
The stigmatization of PLWA violates their human rights,
negatively impacts their health, and impedes global HIV
responses. Therefore, addressing stigma and its correlates
is timely and fundamental to the creation of an AIDS-free
world.

This Special Issue invites multidisciplinary manuscripts
based on original research that addresses stigma in
relation to health service access and utilization among
PLWA. Systematic reviews that provide insight into the
subject are welcome.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Social Sciences is an international open access peer-
reviewed journal publishing the latest research across all
disciplines of the social sciences including anthropology,
criminology, economics, education, geography, history,
law, linguistics, political science, psychology, social policy,
social work, sociology and related areas. The journal is
especially interested in interdisciplinary research, and aims
to facilitate the interaction and communication between
different social scientific disciplines. The journal welcomes
conventional length articles as well as shorter Research
Notes or short articles, as long as they meet the journal’s
standards of quality and originality.
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