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Message from the Guest Editors

Mountain tourism, however, is a complex phenomenon.
Due to its intrinsic ability to satisfy a vast range of tourism
needs, from leisure to health and wellness and from nature
to outdoor sports (Richins et al., 2016), mountain tourism
represents an important source of revenue for many local
communities. On the other hand, tourism can also cause
natural and cultural degradation in mountain regions
through its impacts on ecosystems, biodiversity, and local
populations. Overtourism, urbanization, the exploitation of
natural resources, pollution, and the loss of local culture
are matters of ongoing discussion and debate among
scholars, politicians, and practitioners, with the key
question of how to balance the positive economic impacts
of tourism with social and environmental issues attracting
increasing public attention and opinion. The concept of
sustainable mountain tourism underwent a phase of
intense development during the 2000s, corresponding to
an overall analysis of what was being observed at the time,
leading to the earliest understanding of the concept of
sustainability in mountain tourism, accompanied by an
awareness of its impact on natural environments.
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Steve W. Lyon
School of Environment and
Natural Resources, Ohio State
University, Columbus, OH 43210,
USA

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

I encourage you to contribute a research or comprehensive
review article for consideration for publication in
Sustainability, an international open access journal which
provides an advanced forum for research findings in areas
related to sustainability and sustainable development. The
journal publishes original research articles, reviews,
conference proceedings (peer reviewed full articles) and
communications. I am confident you will find the journal
contributes to enhancing understanding of sustainability
and fostering initiatives and applications of sustainability-
based measures and activities.
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