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Message from the Guest Editors

Dear Colleagues,

The characteristics of a rural socio-ecological system
together with human agency have played key roles in
determining the socio-economic and environmental
performance of rural areas and their resilience. Human
agency includes the definition and implementation of
policies that at different times and spatial scales have
identified and shaped development trajectories. Resilience
is about people and nature interacting as interdependent
systems. Therefore, understanding resilience is not about
understanding any one aspect of a system; it is about
understanding the whole system and how changes in the
balance between one set of factors impacts on others. The
idea of management for resilience implies that a system
can be manipulated and influenced to change to a more
desirable resilient state, or prevented from changing to a
less desirable or more vulnerable state. For this Special
Issue, we welcome conceptual and empirical studies that
identify and analyze both concrete actions to promote
sustainable and resilient rural development and factors
affecting and shaping resilience responses.
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Steve W. Lyon
School of Environment and
Natural Resources, Ohio State
University, Columbus, OH 43210,
USA

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

I encourage you to contribute a research or comprehensive
review article for consideration for publication in
Sustainability, an international open access journal which
provides an advanced forum for research findings in areas
related to sustainability and sustainable development. The
journal publishes original research articles, reviews,
conference proceedings (peer reviewed full articles) and
communications. I am confident you will find the journal
contributes to enhancing understanding of sustainability
and fostering initiatives and applications of sustainability-
based measures and activities.
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