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Message from the Guest Editors

Dear Colleagues,

At present, a vast variety of substances arrives to the
aquatic environment, including newly developed
chemicals, usually called contaminants of emerging
concern (CECs), posing a risk to a wide diversity of
endogenous marine biological resources with ecological
and economical relevance. For decades, classical
pollutants (as trace metals) have been monitored
worldwide, but regarding CEC studies, information on their
environmental concentrations is still limited. Plastic
pollution constitutes an additional stressor to the marine
systems already under other sources of anthropogenic
pressure. Understanding the real risks of
micro(nano)plastics to marine wildlife requires knowledge
on environmental levels and pathways of exposure, which
is still in its infancy, especially in what concerns marine
invertebrates.

Alongside the impacts caused by classical and emerging
pollutants, organisms in coastal ecosystems are exposed
to environmental changes. Recent studies have
demonstrated that CC-related factors modulate the
biochemical and physiological sensitivity of aquatic
organisms to different pollutants, with responses being
pollutant- and species-specific.
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Steve W. Lyon
School of Environment and
Natural Resources, Ohio State
University, Columbus, OH 43210,
USA

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

I encourage you to contribute a research or comprehensive
review article for consideration for publication in
Sustainability, an international open access journal which
provides an advanced forum for research findings in areas
related to sustainability and sustainable development. The
journal publishes original research articles, reviews,
conference proceedings (peer reviewed full articles) and
communications. I am confident you will find the journal
contributes to enhancing understanding of sustainability
and fostering initiatives and applications of sustainability-
based measures and activities.
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