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Message from the Guest Editors

Dear Colleagues,

Humanity currently faces COVID-19, a large global
pandemic comparable to the 1918–1920 influenza, which
according to some sources was a main underlying factor
ending the First World War. This is an example of a
pandemic with indirect long-term outcomes affecting
global historical development.

In parallel, the ongoing pandemic may contribute to the
transition to a sustainable society developing within
planetary boundaries. Essentially, a large global transition
is required.

The Special Issue intends to provide original articles,
smaller reviews containing important contributions,
together with historical examples of possible links between
the pandemic and sustainability transitions from a
multidisciplinary perspective, thus providing critical
perspectives and selected evidence pro et contra the
suggested linkages between pandemic(s) and
sustainability. The Special Issue aims to  bring together a
set of papers that can give readers an overview of the
important interfaces in the socio-technical-ecological
system connecting short-term large events with long-term
structural changes.
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Steve W. Lyon
School of Environment and
Natural Resources, Ohio State
University, Columbus, OH 43210,
USA

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

I encourage you to contribute a research or comprehensive
review article for consideration for publication in
Sustainability, an international open access journal which
provides an advanced forum for research findings in areas
related to sustainability and sustainable development. The
journal publishes original research articles, reviews,
conference proceedings (peer reviewed full articles) and
communications. I am confident you will find the journal
contributes to enhancing understanding of sustainability
and fostering initiatives and applications of sustainability-
based measures and activities.
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