
Guest Editors:

Prof. Marco Bellandi
Department of Economics and
Management, University of
Florence, 50121 Florence, Italy

Dr. Gianluca Stefani
Department of Economics and
Management, University of
Florence, 50121 Florence, Italy

Deadline for manuscript
submissions:
closed (31 December 2022)

Message from the Guest Editors

The collection of papers will bring new evidence and
interpretations on supporting and hindering factors
entering paths towards sustainability within and between
traditional or emergent localized clusters of productive
activities (local production systems). Specifically, the
papers will look at cases embedded or anchored in the
different places (cities, industrial districts, rural areas, etc.)
and ecosystems that may constitute a regional context of
territorial development (sub-national areas such as NUTS 2
regions in EU, metropolitan statistical areas in the USA,
prefectures and large cities in China, etc.).

Keywords: green clusters; industrial districts; circular
economy; sustainable regional innovation systems;
innovative milieux; territorial development; agricultural
innovation systems; agricultural innovation ecosystems;
multi-level approach to sustainability transitions; social
and material innovation in sustainability transitions; socio-
cultural and institutional lock-in; distributive conflicts; rent
coalitions; contemporary challenges; pandemic
crisis; post-pandemic recovery

an Open Access Journal by MDPI

New Approaches to Sustainable Development in Clusters and
Regional Innovation Systems

7.73.3

mdpi.com/si/72824 SpecialIssue

https://www.scopus.com/sourceid/21100240100
/journal/sustainability/stats
https://mdpi.com/si/72824
https://www.mdpi.com/si/72824
https://www.scopus.com/sourceid/21100240100
/journal/sustainability/stats


Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Steve W. Lyon
School of Environment and
Natural Resources, Ohio State
University, Columbus, OH 43210,
USA

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

I encourage you to contribute a research or comprehensive
review article for consideration for publication in
Sustainability, an international open access journal which
provides an advanced forum for research findings in areas
related to sustainability and sustainable development. The
journal publishes original research articles, reviews,
conference proceedings (peer reviewed full articles) and
communications. I am confident you will find the journal
contributes to enhancing understanding of sustainability
and fostering initiatives and applications of sustainability-
based measures and activities.
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