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Message from the Guest Editor

Dear Colleagues,

For more than four decades, the paradigm established by
Garrett Hardin’s 1968 essay “The Tragedy of the Commons”
has influenced how we think about a wide range of social
and ecological challenges, including human population
growth, the destruction of wilderness and consequent loss
o f biodiversity, and the changing state of the earth’s
oceans, atmosphere, and climate. Hardin’s metaphor of
the fragile commons has even influenced our thought
about phenomena that were still nascent in 1968, such as
the evolution of the “digital commons” or Internet. As the
h a l f century mark for “The Tragedy of the Commons”
approaches, these essays will consider whether Hardin’s
metaphor remains useful for understanding our current
social and ecological challenges, or whether these
problems, and their possible solutions, now transcend the
parameters set by this seminal essay.
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Steve W. Lyon
School of Environment and
Natural Resources, Ohio State
University, Columbus, OH 43210,
USA

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

I encourage you to contribute a research or comprehensive
review article for consideration for publication in
Sustainability, an international open access journal which
provides an advanced forum for research findings in areas
related to sustainability and sustainable development. The
journal publishes original research articles, reviews,
conference proceedings (peer reviewed full articles) and
communications. I am confident you will find the journal
contributes to enhancing understanding of sustainability
and fostering initiatives and applications of sustainability-
based measures and activities.
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