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Message from the Guest Editor

Dear Colleagues,

The ISC (International Conference on Geotechnical and
Geophysical Site Characterization) conferences are the
major events in the life of ISSMGE’s TC102 (Technical
Committee for Ground Property Characterization from In-
Situ Tests). Since 1998, it will be the 6th time that
geotechnical engineers and geophysicists from all over the
world will gather and share their knowledge and
experiences.

Besides the conventional site characterization topics, the
conference will also focus on some other recent
challenges. As numerical modelling plays a more
important role in geotechnical practice, there is an
increasing demand for links between in situ test results and
material model parameters. Some recent research projects
in this field (e.g. sophisticated numerical analysis of in situ
tests) are very promising, thus a proper forum for
discussing those results may be an important starting point
in these areas.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Symmetry is ultimately the most important concept in
natural sciences. It is not surprising then that very basic
and fundamental research achievements are related to
symmetry. For instance, the Nobel Prize in Physics 1979
(Glashow, Salam, Weinberg) was received for a unified
symmetry description of electromagnetic and weak
interactions, while the Nobel Prize in Physics 2008 (Nambu,
Kobayashi, Maskawa) was received for the discovery of the
mechanism of spontaneous breaking of symmetry,
including CP symmetry. Our journal is named Symmetry
and it manifests its fundamental role in nature.
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