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Message from the Guest Editor

Today, the number of exotic candidates in both light- and
heavy-quark sectors has increased dramatically,
challenging the simple quark model picture and leading to
an explosion of related theoretical and experimental
activity. The ultimate goal of theory is to describe the
properties of exotic states from QCD’s first principles.
However, since this task is quite challenging, a more
modest goal to start with is the development of QCD-
motivated phenomenological models that specify the
colored constituents, how they are clustered, and the
forces between them. This Special Issue invites
contributions reporting recent advances of
phenomenological quark models in the study of hadron's
spectrocopy, structure, and interactions, paying special
attention to the exotic candidates but without losing sight
of the conventional states.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Symmetry is ultimately the most important concept in
natural sciences. It is not surprising then that very basic
and fundamental research achievements are related to
symmetry. For instance, the Nobel Prize in Physics 1979
(Glashow, Salam, Weinberg) was received for a unified
symmetry description of electromagnetic and weak
interactions, while the Nobel Prize in Physics 2008 (Nambu,
Kobayashi, Maskawa) was received for the discovery of the
mechanism of spontaneous breaking of symmetry,
including CP symmetry. Our journal is named Symmetry
and it manifests its fundamental role in nature.
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