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Message from the Guest Editors

Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt) is the best-characterized Gram-
positive entomopathogenic bacterium with many strains
bearing plasmids containing a wide variety of insecticidal
genes. This has bestowed Bt-based products as the most
marketed microbial insecticides to date. The encoded
insecticidal proteins include both crystal  and vegetative
insecticidal proteins highly toxic against a wide range of
invertebrates, with several of them incorporated into crops
conferring resistance to some of the most destructive
insect pest species worldwide.

However, insects targeted by Bt crops have been subjected
continuously to selective pressures and started showing
resistance to some of the most used insecticidal proteins,
which has promoted  worldwide screening programs for
strains harboring novel insecticidal proteins intended both
to overcome insect resistance and to broaden host ranges.

This Special Issue will address either the description of
isolated Bt strains nor insecticidal proteins showing novel
biocidal activities, which can be used not only for
delaying/overcoming insect resistance but also for
enlarging host spectrums.
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Jay Fox
Department of Microbiology,
University of Virginia,
Charlottesville, VA, USA

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Toxinology is an incredibly diverse area of study, ranging
from field surveys of environmental toxins to the study of
toxin action at the molecular level. The editorial board and
staff of Toxins are dedicated to providing a timely, peer-
reviewed outlet for exciting, innovative primary research
articles and concise, informative reviews from investigators
in the myriad of disciplines contributing to our knowledge
on toxins. We are committed to meeting the needs of the
toxin research community by offering useful and timely
reviews of all manuscripts submitted. Please consider
Toxins when submitting your work for publication.
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