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Message from the Guest Editors

Arguably the greatest accomplishments in curtailing viral
diseases have been made possible by live-attenuated
vaccines. Modern molecular techniques and research into
virology, immunology, and pathogenesis enable the design
of safe and potent novel candidates, yet the live-
attenuated approach seems to have gone out of fashion. Is
there still a place for attenuated vaccines, or have other
approaches, like mRNA, made them obsolete?

 

This Special Issue welcomes articles that probe various
topics around live-attenuated vaccine candidates against
important viral diseases. We welcome rational attenuation
strategies, characterization of natural strain variation,
efficacy and safety results in animal models and the clinic,
studies of genetic stability, immunological correlates of
protection, and comparative pathology. Additionally, we
are interested in reports on reversion, shedding, or other
topics with safety implications.

 

Let us make this Special Issue a thought-provoking forum
on the possibilities and special considerations of this
approach!
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Vaccines (ISSN 2076-393X), founded in 2013, now has a firm
history of publishing peer-reviewed, state-of-the-art
research papers on vaccines and vaccination in the
broadest sense. Areas covered include, but are not limited
to, novel and emerging vaccine technologies, building on
in-depth knowledge of what constitutes a protective
immune response. These can be new vaccines for old
diseases, or old vaccines for new diseases. Vaccines against
cancer and autoimmune diseases explicitly are also within
the scope of the journal. Because public opinion and even
government policies towards vaccines and vaccination
have changed, vaccine policy and public health issues are
major concerns. Climate change will also have an impact
on the spread of infectious diseases, and thus also on
vaccine and vaccination policies worldwide.
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