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Message from the Guest Editor

Vaccines are effective and cost-effective preventive
interventions against infectious diseases occurring in
children and adults. The importance of vaccines is
emphasized by economic studies reporting that vaccines
for children and adults are associated with low cost-
effectiveness ratios and societal savings. Nevertheless, the
percentages of vaccination coverage registered in
developed and undeveloped countries in the target
vaccination populations (children, adults, high-risk
individuals, specific population groups) remain below the
recommended levels. Vaccine hesitance, defined as a
“delay in acceptance or refusal of vaccines despite
availability of vaccine services”, is one of the factors
explaining suboptimal percentages of vaccination
coverage. Vaccine hesitancy depends on the perceived risk
of disease, accessibility of vaccines, and vaccine
confidence. High confidence in vaccination programs is
necessary to achieve high percentages of vaccination
coverage. This Special Issue focuses on the strategies and
practical solutions to increase the percentages of
vaccination coverage by means of increasing vaccine
confidence.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Vaccines (ISSN 2076-393X) has had a 6-year history of
publishing peer-reviewed state of the art research that
advances the knowledge of immunology in human disease
protection. Immunotherapeutics, prophylactic vaccines,
immunomodulators, adjuvants and the global differences
in regulatory affairs are some of the highlights of the
research published that have shaped global health. Our
open access policy allows all researchers and interested
parties to immediately scrutinize the rigorous evidence our
publications have to offer. We are proud to present the
work and perspectives of many to contribute to future
decisions concerning human health.
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