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Message from the Guest Editor

The human monkeypox (HMPX) outbreak of 2022 did not
only cause several thousands of cases in non-endemic
countries but also triggered multi-faceted debates about
epidemic preparedness, discontinuation of smallpox
vaccination, effectiveness and safety of the repurposed
smallpox vaccines and drugs, and public interest in
(acceptance of) immunization against orthopoxviruses.

I am pleased to invite you to participate in this Special
Issue which aims to delve into three main thematic areas.
Firstly, the effectiveness of the repurposed smallpox
vaccines that are used as pre- or post-exposure prophylaxis
needs to be evaluated within the context of the ongoing
outbreak, especially among high-risk groups and
healthcare settings. Secondly, pre- and post-authorization
safety of HMPX vaccines and antivirals should be actively
monitored in order to update the current immunization
guidelines in light of the best available evidence. Thirdly,
vaccination acceptance and misconceptions among
healthcare professionals, students, and high-risk groups
are of utmost importance amid this outbreak because they
may either accelerate or unnecessarily delay the task of
epidemic control.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Vaccines (ISSN 2076-393X) has had a 6-year history of
publishing peer-reviewed state of the art research that
advances the knowledge of immunology in human disease
protection. Immunotherapeutics, prophylactic vaccines,
immunomodulators, adjuvants and the global differences
in regulatory affairs are some of the highlights of the
research published that have shaped global health. Our
open access policy allows all researchers and interested
parties to immediately scrutinize the rigorous evidence our
publications have to offer. We are proud to present the
work and perspectives of many to contribute to future
decisions concerning human health.
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