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Message from the Guest Editor

Dear Colleagues,

There are currently 296 million people living with chronic
hepatitis B (HepB) worldwide, and nearly 1 million of these
individuals will die each year from disease-related
complications. There are multiple hepatitis B vaccines
approved for use by international health regulatory
agencies, yet the prevalence of HepB continues to rise. This
is due, in part, to HepB vaccine non-responsiveness in 5–
10% of patients. This issue focuses on efforts to safely
improve the efficacy of HepB vaccines by expanding our
understanding of non-responsiveness, testing new
adjuvants and vectors, and enhancing vaccine stability
during transport, with the goal of making the HepB vaccine
available and protective to larger numbers of individuals
globally.
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Ger Rijkers
Department of Health, Cognition
and Behavior, University College
Roosevelt, 4331 CB Middelburg,
The Netherlands

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Vaccines (ISSN 2076-393X), founded in 2013, now has a firm
history of publishing peer-reviewed, state-of-the-art
research papers on vaccines and vaccination in the
broadest sense. Areas covered include, but are not limited
to, novel and emerging vaccine technologies, building on
in-depth knowledge of what constitutes a protective
immune response. These can be new vaccines for old
diseases, or old vaccines for new diseases. Vaccines against
cancer and autoimmune diseases explicitly are also within
the scope of the journal. Because public opinion and even
government policies towards vaccines and vaccination
have changed, vaccine policy and public health issues are
major concerns. Climate change will also have an impact
on the spread of infectious diseases, and thus also on
vaccine and vaccination policies worldwide.
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