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Message from the Guest Editor

Dear Colleagues,

According to the Global Vaccine Action Plan, measles and
rubella are targeted for elimination in five WHO Regions by
2020. This goal, established in 2015, has been postponed
and probably will be delayed, according to the actual
world epidemiological scenario.

Global measles deaths have declined from 550,100 deaths
in 2000 to 89,780 deaths in 2016. Furthermore, we noted a
very important resurgence of this disease; WHO statistics
showed over 112,000 confirmed measles cases globally in
the first 4 months of 2019. Europe has also seen a 300%
increase in measles infection, with Italy and the German
state of Brandenburg ordering mandatory vaccinations.
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Ger Rijkers
Department of Health, Cognition
and Behavior, University College
Roosevelt, 4331 CB Middelburg,
The Netherlands

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Vaccines (ISSN 2076-393X), founded in 2013, now has a firm
history of publishing peer-reviewed, state-of-the-art
research papers on vaccines and vaccination in the
broadest sense. Areas covered include, but are not limited
to, novel and emerging vaccine technologies, building on
in-depth knowledge of what constitutes a protective
immune response. These can be new vaccines for old
diseases, or old vaccines for new diseases. Vaccines against
cancer and autoimmune diseases explicitly are also within
the scope of the journal. Because public opinion and even
government policies towards vaccines and vaccination
have changed, vaccine policy and public health issues are
major concerns. Climate change will also have an impact
on the spread of infectious diseases, and thus also on
vaccine and vaccination policies worldwide.
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