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Message from the Guest Editor

Dear colleagues,

Without doubt vaccines for humans and animals have
saved millions from the devastating effects of infectious
diseases. Despite this success, there is an urgent need to
develop novel and improved vaccines to further reduce the
global burden of morbidity and mortality related to
infectious diseases. Most pathogens infect the host via or at
the mucosal surfaces and a robust mucosal immunity is
required to prevent pathogens from gaining a foothold on
these surfaces. The majority of current licensed vaccines
are however injectables, which mostly fail to elicit robust
mucosal immune responses. Mucosal vaccines might
surmount this limitation of injected vaccines, but their
development is challenging due to the intrinsic nature of
the mucosal surfaces to degrade antigens and prevent
vaccine uptake as well as the inherent tolerogenic
responses of the mucosal immune system. The scope of
this special issue concerns recent advances in vaccine
design, including formulation, delivery systems and
adjuvant technology, to overcome these hurdles in
triggering protective immunity at mucosal surfaces.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Vaccines (ISSN 2076-393X) has had a 6-year history of
publishing peer-reviewed state of the art research that
advances the knowledge of immunology in human disease
protection. Immunotherapeutics, prophylactic vaccines,
immunomodulators, adjuvants and the global differences
in regulatory affairs are some of the highlights of the
research published that have shaped global health. Our
open access policy allows all researchers and interested
parties to immediately scrutinize the rigorous evidence our
publications have to offer. We are proud to present the
work and perspectives of many to contribute to future
decisions concerning human health.
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