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Message from the Guest Editors
Dear Colleagues,

In veterinary medicine, we often encounter ruminants as a
patient torn between its own metabolic demands and
enormous production demands, i.e., milk yield, gestation
or meat production. The conflict between animal welfare
and animal production is an old but still unsolved problem.
Many peculiarities of ruminants’ physiology remain to be
unraveled and might hold clues to support better
husbandry, therapy and prophylaxis. “You are what you
eat” seems to apply not only to people, but maybe even
more so to ruminants and their gut microbiota, offering a
fascinating adaptation to their nutritional niches.

This Special Issue aims to enhance the current
understanding of gastrointestinal, metabolic and
regulatory physiology and implications for nutrition, as well
as to summarize recent progress made in this field. We
invite you to contribute original research or review articles
covering research on (but not limited to) gastrointestinal
physiology, microbiota-host interactions and metabolic
adaptation to high yield production.

We look forward to receiving your contributions.
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