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Message from the Guest Editor

Dear Colleagues,

The progress in gene therapy has been hampered by
delivery inefficacy and safety concerns. Recent progress
has casted some promising light on future development. A
number of viral vectors have been re-engineered for
improved delivery and enhanced safety. In this context,
adenovirus, adeno-associated virus, lentivirus, retroviruses
and other virus vectors have provided therapeutic efficacy
for various diseases such as severe combined
immunodeficiency, hemophilia, cancer and infectious
diseases. The discovery of RNA interference, particularly
the use of short interfering RNA and micro-RNA for
reversible gene silencing, has substantially widened the
application range of gene therapy. In this Special Issue,
applications of various viral vectors and their use in gene
therapy are reviewed with a special emphasis on RNA
interference.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Viruses (ISSN 1999-4915) is an open access journal which
provides an advanced forum for studies of viruses. It
publishes reviews, regular research papers,
communications, conference reports and short notes. Our
aim is to encourage scientists to publish their experimental
and theoretical results in as much detail as possible. There
is no restriction on the length of the papers. The full
experimental details must be provided so that the results
can be reproduced. We also encourage the publication of
timely reviews and commentaries on topics of interest to
the virology community and feature highlights from the
virology literature in the 'News and Views' section.

Electronic files or so ware regarding the full details of the
calculation and experimental procedure, if unable to be
published in a normal way, can be deposited as
supplementary material.
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