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Message from the Guest Editor

Dear Colleagues,

Research on lentiviruses has been intensive and provided
the basis for the development of lentiviral vector (LV)
systems. While HIV-1-derived LV are routinely used in a
wide range of basic biology research, recent advances
leading to their clinical use. Research and development of
LVs based on non-human lentivirus species, such as SIV
and FIV, has also been substantial and the use of
heterologous, non-lentiviral envelopes in LV systems relies
on wider virology research. Additionally, clinical translation
and development of LV systems to realize improved
efficacy and safety requires multi-disciplinary efforts
beyond virology to address key issues, such as biologics
manufacturing, anti-LV host immune responses and LV-
mediated genotoxicity.  While LV development benefits
from virologic and other research areas, it is noted that LV
research can, in turn, provide valuable advanced research
tools and insights as well as novel research ideas and
questions.  This special issue is calling for reviews and
original papers in this wide area of research related to
lentiviral vectors. 
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Viruses (ISSN 1999-4915) is an open access journal which
provides an advanced forum for studies of viruses. It
publishes reviews, regular research papers,
communications, conference reports and short notes. Our
aim is to encourage scientists to publish their experimental
and theoretical results in as much detail as possible. There
is no restriction on the length of the papers. The full
experimental details must be provided so that the results
can be reproduced. We also encourage the publication of
timely reviews and commentaries on topics of interest to
the virology community and feature highlights from the
virology literature in the 'News and Views' section.

Electronic files or so ware regarding the full details of the
calculation and experimental procedure, if unable to be
published in a normal way, can be deposited as
supplementary material.
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