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Message from the Guest Editor

The COVID-19 pandemic has taught us that viruses may
have been overlooked as a global health threat. Hence,
there is a need to gain a deeper understanding of virus
biology which may aid our effort to curb any ensuing
infectivity. Furthering our knowledge of viral ion channels
(also known as viroporins) represents an important
advance along this path.

As a family, viroporins share little in common with one
another, other than their relatively small sizes and
namesake channel activity. Hence, many members of the
family harbor an entirely distinct structure function
relationship leading to varied pharmacological inhibition
patterns. This may be one of the reasons that they are less
characterized in comparison to other viral proteins such as
polymerases and proteases.

The studies reported in this Special Issue employ a wide
range of techniques and approaches. Together, they cast
significant light onto this diverse family of proteins.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Viruses (ISSN 1999-4915) is an open access journal which
provides an advanced forum for studies of viruses. It
publishes reviews, regular research papers,
communications, conference reports and short notes. Our
aim is to encourage scientists to publish their experimental
and theoretical results in as much detail as possible. There
is no restriction on the length of the papers. The full
experimental details must be provided so that the results
can be reproduced. We also encourage the publication of
timely reviews and commentaries on topics of interest to
the virology community and feature highlights from the
virology literature in the 'News and Views' section.

Electronic files or so@ware regarding the full details of the
calculation and experimental procedure, if unable to be
published in a normal way, can be deposited as
supplementary material.
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