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Message from the Guest Editors

Due to climate change, we are experiencing more
unpredictable weather events. Stormwater management is
the effort to reduce runoff of rainwater in urban areas and
the improvement of water quality, according to the United
States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).

In urban and developed areas, impervious surfaces such as
pavements and roofs prevent precipitation from naturally
soaking into the ground. Instead, water runs rapidly into
storm drains, sewer systems and drainage ditches and can
cause flooding, erosion, turbidity (or muddiness), storm
and sanitary sewer system overflow, and infrastructure
damage.

Grey infrastructure, such as culverts, gutters, storm sewers,
and conventional piped drainage, and blue/green
infrastructure, which protect, restore, or mimic the natural
water cycle, all play a part in stormwater management.
Green infrastructure, or low-impact development (LID),
uses or mimics the natural processes that result in
infiltration, evaporation, or use of stormwater. These
processes aim to create functional and appealing site
drainage that treats stormwater as a resource rather than a
waste product.
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