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Message from the Guest Editors
Dear Colleagues,

High mountain zones are known as “water towers”
because they generate the main water resources that feed
the lowlands. Nevertheless, in these zones, surface runoff,
which represents a large portion of precipitation, leaves the
hydrological watersheds very fast. Mountain aquifers
provide a strategic water resource to downstream
dependent ecosystems, especially in semi-arid regions
where water is a limited resource. Characterizing both, the
processes driving recharge and the mountain aquifer
behavior is critical to correctly manage groundwater
resources in these mountain zones, where the assessment
of recharge is highly complex. There are many processes
such as the snow depositional effects and the precipitation
and temperature vertical gradients that may heavily affect
recharge.
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Dr. Jean-Luc PROBST In the context of global changes, the sustainable
Laboratory of Functional Ecology  management of water cycles, going from global and
and Environment, Centre regional water cycles to urban, industrial and agricultural
National de la Recherche .
Scientifique (CNRS), University of ~ Water cycles, plays a very important role on the water
Toulouse, Campus ENSAT, resources and on their relationships with food, energy,
Auzeville Tolosane, France biodiversity, ecosystem functioning and human health.
Water invites authors to provide innovative original full
articles, critical reviews and timely short communications
and to propose special issues devoted to new
technological ~and  scientific  domains and to
interdisciplinary approaches of the water cycles. We ensure
a critical review process and a quick turnaround between
submission and final decision.
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